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João Negrão is of Portuguese nationality. He holds a degree in International Relations (Lusiada 
University, Lisbon), specialist degrees in Diplomacy and in Official State Protocol and a High Level 
Course on Public Administration Management (National Institute of Administration). 
 
He has also completed a number of IP related courses, namely a General course on IP at the WIPO 
Worldwide Academy and a specialised course on the practice and functioning of the IP system in the 
USA given by the USPTO.  
 
João has held positions within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs/General Directorate for EU Affairs and in 
the Presidency of the Council of Ministers.   
 
Before joining OHIM João worked at the Portuguese National Institute of Industrial Property/Ministry of 
Justice, initially within the International Relations Cabinet and from 2004 as its Head of Cabinet. He was 
then appointed as Director of International Relations and Promotion of Innovation.   
 
In October 2010 João joined OHIM as Head of Cabinet and in July 2011 he became Director of the 
International Cooperation and Legal Affairs Department. 
 
 


